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After Making It To Top 100, Iisc Wants To Go Up The Ladder 

http://www.nyoooz.com/bengaluru/260576/after-making-it-to-top-100-iisc-wants-to-go-up-the-ladder 

Summary: Ajay Sood, professor of Physics at IISc and fellow of the Royal Society, said, “It is great to be 

ranked in the top 100. Chinese universities are already in the top 20 or 35 in the BRICS rankings, in which IISc 

is 170th. BENGALURU: The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) may have broken into the Times Higher 

Education (THE) ranking of the world’s top 100 engineering and technology universities, but the news has 

evoked mixed response from IISc faculty. IISc has the potential to be in the top 10 and only then can we be 

content. For citable documents in all subjects, the United States is ranked first, followed by China, the United 

Kingdom. 

BENGALURU: The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) may have broken into the Times Higher Education (THE) 

ranking of the world’s top 100 engineering and technology universities, but the news has evoked mixed 

response from IISc faculty. Some are happy the institute has become the first from India to make it to the 

rankings, but others feel it can do a lot better. Ajay Sood, professor of Physics at IISc and fellow of the Royal 

Society, said, “It is great to be ranked in the top 100. But we should do even better.” T V Ramachandra, 

attached to the Centre for Ecological Sciences and Centre for Infrastructure, Sustainable Transportation and 

Urban Planning (CISTUP), said, “I feel this is an achievement given the limited resources at our disposal. 

Research grants in the last two years have been paltry. 

 

We could have done a lot more with support from the government and other sectors. The institute’s work on 

medicinal plants and lakes is socially and locally relevant; this is not considered in the rankings.” ‘Long way to 

go’ Another faculty member, who did not wish to be named, said, “While it feels good to be the top institution 

in the country, we have a long way to go when it comes to global standards. IISc has the potential to be in the 

top 10 and only then can we be content. Something in the Indian ecosystem prevents our universities from 

reaching the top. 

 

Chinese universities are already in the top 20 or 35 in the BRICS rankings, in which IISc is 170th. There is a lot 

to be done.” In a paper titled ‘Higher Education, High-impact Research and University Rankings: A Case of 

India’, author Kotapati Srinivasa Reddy says, “Overall, Chinese universities are found to be outperforming 

Indian universities, especially in citable documents, number of citations, international collaboration, 

collaborative research projects, publications and editorship, and university rankings. For citable documents in 

all subjects, the United States is ranked first, followed by China, the United Kingdom. India stands ninth.” 
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Central universities to soon get access to free Wi-Fi  

Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

NEW DELHI: Students of around 38 central universities will finally be able to access free Wifi in university 

campuses in places including libraries, hostel, canteens and study areas.  

A proposal will be tabled in the project approval board of the HRD ministry next week.  

The high-speed network will have a bandwidth of 2Gbps allowing students to download data from sites, barring 

banned ones, through hotspots. The universities will get high-speed connections of 2Gbps; in case there are 

many colleges within a university, they would get at least 2mbps of bandwidth.  

Officials said though the project was announced in the Union budget, it has now been put on fast-track. Most 

universities will be covered by March 2016 and bigger campuses may take a few more months. The project is in 

sync with the government’s ‘Digital India’ project.  

“Pipelines were laid under the National Knowledge network and we are going to use the same for providing 

WiFi in universities. The idea is to cover all those specific points that are frequented by students, including 

restaurants within the campus and hostels,” said a senior HRD official.  

The UPA government had launched a scheme to provide WiFi to all educational institutions under the National 

Mission of Education through ICT but its implementation was slow.  

In 2014, HRD minister Smriti Irani in a Lok Sabha reply said her government was working on a programme 

under which WiFi access would be provided. But officials said to ensure students do not use it at odd hours, 

especially in hostels, the control system and server will be provided to the vice-chancellor so they can decide on 

implementation .  

 


